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When you think of your Christmas       

celebrations as a child, what do you   

recall? I picture myself as a young girl, 

standing by the closed living room door 

on Christmas morning, knowing that on 

the other side awaited lots of presents 

around the Christmas tree. But before 

that door would swing open, Dad would 

read the verses in Luke about the real 

meaning of Christmas. 

I remember thinking, Can’t you hurry? 

We have presents to unwrap! 

Today I cherish the memory of my father 

wanting his children to know the real  

story of Christmas. It’s an impossible  

account, one of a virgin giving birth. And 

not just to an ordinary child, but to the 

very Savior of the world! 

Not too long ago I once again read Luke 

2 and other Scriptures about the day the 

Jesus was born. As I imagined what it 

must have been like, the old familiar  

story came alive with rich spiritual truths. 

And I was reminded of some of the 

things that our children need to know 

about the Messiah's birth. 

Long before you open Christmas         

presents this year, why not spend an 

evening reading aloud through the story 

of Christ's birth? As you read through the 

accounts in the Gospel of Matthew and 

Luke, here are eight things to teach your 

kids about Christmas: 

 

 

Article continued on Pgs 4 and 5. 

8 Things Your Kids Need to Know About Christmas 
Before unwrapping gifts this year, take time to ponder the eternal truths found in Scripture about Jesus' birth.  

By Mary May Larmoyeux  
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Youth comments on why 
they left the church: 

 

 Christians are too 
confidant they know 
all the answers. 

 Churches are out of 
step with the scien-
tific world we live in. 

 Christianity is anti-
science. 

 I’ve been turned off 
by the creation-
versus-evolution  
debate 

-from Barna Research 

 

 

 

Best Selling Books on Young Adult Hardcover List: 11/15/2015 

1. The Amazing Book Is Not On Fire by Dan Howell and Phil Lester  

2. Carry On by Rainbow Rowell 

3. Girl Online: On Tour by Zoe Sugg  

4. The Rose Society by Marie Lu  

5. Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo  

6. Black Widow Forever Red by Margaret Stohl  

7. Eleanor and Park by Rainbow Rowell  

8. Fangirl by Rainbow Rowell  

9. Illuminae by Amie Kaufman and Jay Kristoff  

10.  Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard 

Source: The New York Times 
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 Pray that God guides you to be a constant example of 
Christ for your teen. 

 Pray that your teens faith becomes more and more real to 
them. 

 Pray that they ask questions. 

 

Continue to make prayer a priority for yourself and your teen! 
Take time every night to pray with them. 

 

 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on 

your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge 

him, and he will make straight your paths. “ 

-Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

We live in a time where things are vying for our 

kids attention and constantly trying to pull their 

attention and trust away from God. Talk with 

them about this verse and how we should        

always place our trust in the Lord. 

Things to pray about with and for your kids 
Statistics by mainline evan-

gelical Youth Pastors: 

 

 95% do not see any in-

herent conflict between 

science and religion. 

 50% have occasionally 

taught or discussed sci-

ence with their youth. 

 

Stats on creation: 

 

 Only 32% believe in 

Creationsim vs 63% be-

lieve in God-Guided 

Evolution. 
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"[Pretty Little Liars] is about 

how we look too. That's terri-

fying sometimes because 

you're breaking out or you 

feel gross and you still have 

to be in front of the camera. 

We'll post pictures on Insta-

gram and people will be like, 

'Y'all are so flawless.' Little 

do they know it's fake hair, 

fake eyelashes, and a good 

filter. Little girls see that and 

think they have to be like 

that."  

 

-Lucy Hale 

From an interview in Cosmopolitan 
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Title Rating Red Flags Genre Starring 

Sisters 

Opens Dec. 18 

R Crude Sexual Content and Language 

Throughout, and For Drug Use  
Comedy Tina Fey, Amy Poehler, Maya Rudolph, 

Ike Barinholtz, John Leguizamo  

In the Heart of the 

Sea 

Opens Dec. 11 

PG-13 Intense Sequences of Peril, Intense 

Sequences of Action, Brief Startling 

Violence and Thematic Material  

Action/ 

Adventure 

Chris Hemsworth, Benjamin   

Walker, Cillian Murphy, Ben 

Whishaw, Tom Holland  

Christmas Eve 

Open Dec. 4 

PG some peril, thematic elements 

and language  

Comedy Patrick Stewart, Jon Heder, James 

Roday, Gary Cole, Cheryl Hines  

For King and Country 

Born in Sydney, Australia, 
Joel and Luke Smallbone 
are the pop-rock duo For 
King & Country. And if the 
strong sales of their 

second full-length album are any indication—the disc 
spent its debut week camped out in the Top 3 on 
iTunes' album chart—they may soon be as well-known 
as their famous big sister, Rebecca St. James. In 
2013, the band won a Dove Award for Best New Artist. 
Joel got married, while Luke and Courtney welcomed 
a son and battled through a digestive disease that 
threatened Luke's life. Writing on the band's website 
about how his son inspired the band's latest album, 
Luke says, "A lot of my passion and zeal for life is 
because I have a wife who counts on me and a son 
who looks up to me and says 'Dada.' I can't believe 
how much love he has in his eyes when he says that 
word. I can see the complete trust and safety that my 
son feels when he is with me. When he began to walk, 
I often thought, if I could run wild like a one-year-old 
does and live a life that embraces adventure in that 
way, I think I would see life entirely differently."As a 
result, Run Wild. Live Free. Love Strong. clearly re-
flects the hearts of two faithful men determined to 
embrace life with zest and faith, and to inspire those 

who listen to do exactly the same thing. 

Check out 
www.Christianityto
day.com for more 
information on new 

movie releases 

Other 

Movies 

in 

Theaters 

SYNOPSIS– Star Wars The Force Awakens—Opens Dec. 18 
In this continuation of the epic space opera saga, a downed stormtrooper  

goes on a journey reconnecting him with heroic faces from the past. Thirty 

years after defeating the Galactic Empire, Han Solo and his allies face a 

new threat from the evil Kylo Ren  and his army of Stormtroopers. Star-

ring: Harrison Ford, Carrie Fisher, Mark Hamill, Daisy Ridley, Adam Driver, 

John Boyega, Peter Mayhew, and Kenny Baker.  

Rated PG-13-For Sci-Fi Action Violence 

For more information on the movie check out www.Christianitytoday.com under their media section  

Newly Released in Theater 

This page is designed to inform and educate parents. It is not meant to endorse any product, music or movie. Our prayer is that you will 

make informed decisions on what your student listens to, wears, and sees! 

Background: One Direction (commonly abbreviated as 
1D) are an English-Irish pop boy band based in Lon-
don. The group signed with Simon Cowell's record 
label Syco Records after forming and finishing third in 
the seventh series of the British televised singing com-
petition The X Factor in 2010. Propelled to internation-
al success by social media, One Direction's four al-
bums topped charts in most major markets. Their fifth 
studio album, Made in the A.M., was released in No-

vember 2015.  

What Parents should know about their new album: Four of the five members of One Direction are 
on the verge of going all sorts of different directions. And the fifth already has. But after four 
years and five albums, I can’t say I’m going to shed any tears. Sure, these lads have at times 
scraped together a bit of maturity and self-awareness. There’s evidence of that on Made in the 
A.M., and I appreciate the earnest romantic moments that turn up on quite a few songs. But as 
has been the case throughout this band’s meteoric rise (and fall), you never have to wait long 

before sweetness gets sullied by reckless sexual choices. 

For the full write up, visit www.pluggedin.com/musicreviews. Also, visit pluggedin.com for other music  reviews.  

One Direction- “Made in the A.M.” 
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1. Christmas is about Christ. The earthly mother of 

Jesus, Mary, never overlooked the fact that Christ’s 

birth was anything but ordinary. 

When the shepherds came to worship the Babe, 

they told Mary and Joseph about the heavenly host 

who had announced His birth, praising God. What 

was Mary’s response? 

Luke 2:19 says that she “treasured up all these 

things, pondering them in her heart” (Luke 2:19). 

She took time to think over and over again about 

what had happened on that first Christmas day. 

Imagine what must have gone through her mind as 

she heard the shepherds describe the angelic host 

that proclaimed Jesus’ birth, “Glory to God in the 

highest, and on earth peace among those with 

whom he is pleased!” (Luke 2:14). 

A lifetime of pondering would never provide human 

understanding of how it had all come about. How 

could a poor young girl cradle the Savior of the 

world? 

As presents are placed under the Christmas tree, we 

should teach our children about God’s greatest gift 

to mankind: Jesus Christ. 

2. Jesus is God and has always existed. Imagine 

young Mary gazing into the face of her newborn on 

what we now call the first Christmas day. As she 

wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, she held the per-

fect Son of God. “He is the image of the invisible 

God,” says Colossians 1:15-17, “the firstborn of all 

creation. For by him all things were created ... And 

he is before all things, and in him all things hold to-

gether.” 

When I was a child, I didn’t understand that Jesus 

Christ always existed. In my little mind I thought that 

His life began on Christmas. But now I realize that 

although His earthly life had a beginning, Jesus 

Christ has always been. Why? Because He is God. 

We should teach our children that even though    

Jesus’ human form began in Mary’s womb, the Son 

of God is eternal. 

3. Jesus was born into a family.  From the       

beginning of time God chose Mary to be Jesus’ 

mother and Joseph to be His earthly father.    

Joseph was already betrothed to Mary when he 

learned that she was going to have a child. At 

first he planned to divorce her quietly (Matthew 

1:18-25). After all, how could Mary have been 

faithful to him if she was with child? 

Imagine how he must have felt when an angel of 

the Lord appeared to him in a dream saying: 

“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary 

as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you 

shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 

people from their sins.” 

Like Mary, in a moment of faith he accepted 

what was fact: Mary was going to give birth to 

the Son of God. And God had chosen him to be 

His earthly father. Mary and Joseph’s               

relationship was centered on pleasing God and 

following His unique purpose for their lives. 

We should teach our children that God placed 

His Son in a family. 

4. We can trust God with the circumstances of 

our life. Was it a mere coincidence that Caesar 

Augustus had required a census of the entire 

Roman world at the exact time that Mary was to 

deliver her child? Was it just a twist of fate that 

caused Jesus to be born in Bethlehem, the “City 

of David”? 

Perhaps, from man’s point of view. But not from 

God’s perspective. 

Centuries before the Savior was born, the   

prophet Micah foretold where He would be born. 

“But you, O Bethlehem … from you shall come 

forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose coming forth is from of old” (Micah 5:2). 

We should teach our children to trust God in the 

circumstances of their lives. Sometimes the   

puzzle pieces of individual events won’t make 

sense … until He puts them together. And some-

times that won’t happen on this side of eternity. 
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5. Everyone does not want to worship Jesus. Mat-

thew 2:1-2 tells us that sometime after the birth of 

Jesus, “Wise men from the east came to Jerusalem 

saying, 'Where is he who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have 

come to worship him.'” 

When Herod heard this he was troubled. Why? Be-

cause he knew the prophecy in Micah 5:2 and 

feared the one who would be “the ruler of Israel.” 

Herod thought the “king of the Jews” would capture 

his throne. 

Herod ruled as a tyrant, killing anyone who threat-

ened his power. But rather than show his disdain for 

the Messiah to the wise men, he asked if they would 

report where He was born.  It was a seemingly inno-

cent request that did not reveal his evil heart: Herod 

actually wanted to kill the Babe of Bethlehem. 

We should teach our children that all people do not 

want to worship Jesus, even if they say they do. 

Some people today are like Herod—their actions will 

reveal their hearts.  

6. Jesus can work in the darkest places of life. A 

prophecy of Zechariah about Jesus was recorded in 

Luke 1:78-79: “Through the heartfelt mercies of our 

God, God’s Sunrise will break in upon us, shining on 

those in the darkness … then showing us the way, 

one foot at a time …” (The Message). 

In our 21st-century world, children cannot be totally 

protected from the onslaught of darkness. Through 

television, the internet, and radio, horrific events 

find themselves not thousands of miles away, but in 

our very living rooms. 

What should we as parents do? The same thing par-

ents needed to do centuries ago: point our children 

to Jesus. He is the light of the world, and He wants 

to guide them one step at a time. 

We should teach our children that Jesus can work in 

even the most sinister situations of this world. That 

they can be certain that darkness can never over-

come Him. 

7. The Son of God had a humble beginning. At the 

time of Jesus’ birth, most people struggled to 

provide for their families. Farmers, fishermen, 

carpenters—they did not have lives of privilege. 

Though Jesus was called the King of the Jews, 

He was born into a humble family.  

This points to the fact that Christ’s kingdom is 

not of this world. Mary gave birth to the Christ 

Child in a stable, because there was no room for 

them in the inn (Luke 2:7).  The One who created 

everything in the universe laid His head in a feed 

trough; the riches of this world are nothing com-

pared to knowing Him. 

May we teach our children that God does not val-

ue people according to their possessions. In-

stead, He looks at their hearts. 

8. Jesus is the Bread of Life. More than 2,000 

years ago a baby named Jesus was born in the 

town of Bethlehem, “the house of bread.” 

As we gather with loved ones to enjoy a Christ-

mas meal, may we teach our children that Jesus 

is the Bread of Life. That they not only need 

bread for their physical nourishment, but also 

the Bread of Life for their spiritual health. 

John 6:33 tells us, “For the bread of God is he 

who comes down from heaven and gives life to 

the world.” 

As you read through the nativity narratives in 

Matthew and Luke, you will probably think of ad-

ditional truths to teach your children. Whether 

you teach them eight or 80 eternal truths, one 

thing is certain: Jesus is the treasure worth seek-

ing. He is the very reason that we celebrate 

Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article found at www.familylife.com 



Events 

Christmas Party-  Our Christmas party is on Dec. 11 at 6pm. We will be having a white elephant gift ex-

change. The gifts can be as goofy or as serious as the kids want. We will  have a Santa piñata for some 

good old Christmas fun! There will be food and drinks! We will also have a time of worship! No charge. 

Friends welcome! 

 

Ice Skating– We will be going to Fountain Square to Ice Skate on Dec. 28. Meet at the church at 1pm. 

Cost is $10. The kids will need to eat before they come or they can bring money for food. There is  a con-

cession stand. We will be returning at 5pm. 

News 

Lock-In– The youth lock-in will be here before we know it. We could use chaperones for this. Most people should 

be off work that Monday. If you can help let us know. It will go from 6pm on Jan. 17 to 6am on Jan. 18. 

Coming Soon– The youth website has been updated! Take a look at www.goffc.org/ffcyouth. The Flipside App is 

still in the works. More updates on that app will be coming soon! 

Conference– Myself and several youth leaders had a change to attend the National Youth Workers Conference in 

Louisville recently. What a great time of growth and wisdom received! You may notice some new things in response 

to this conference. Also, we were able to win a new game! It’s called 9 Square in the Air and will be put into use 

very soon! 

On the Horizon 

January 17: FFC Flipside Lock-In at FFC. Cost is $5. 

February 19:  Winterjam Cost is $10. 

March 4-5: Dare2Share Conference 
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Rank Albums Radio Play 

1 Chris Stapleton – Traveller  Shawn Mendes - Stitches  

2 Carrie Underwood – Storyteller  Taylor Swift – Wildest Dreams  

3 Eric Church – Mr. Misunderstood  The Weeknd – The Hills  

4 Various Artists – NOW 56  Justin Bieber – What Do You Mean?  

5 The Weeknd – Beauty Behind 

The Madness  

Drake – Hotline Bling  

6 Fetty Wap – Fetty Wap  Ellie Goulding – On My Mind  

7 5 Seconds of Summer – Sounds 

Good Feels Good  

Elle King – Ex’s and Oh’s  

8 Various Artists – We Love Disney  Alessia Cara – Here  

9 Drake & Future – What A Time 

To Be Alive  

X Ambassadors – Renegades  

10 Def Leppard – Def Leppard  Selena Gomez – Same Old Love  

 

 

 

All information for song radio play was 

for the week of 11/10 from Mediabase. 

All information for song albums was for 

the week of 11/21 from Billboard. 

Youth Group Teaching Schedule 

 

Dec. 6–  Mary, Nerves of Steel– Luke 1:26-56 

Dec. 13— Shepherds, Angels and Magi, Oh My! Luke 2:8-21 

Dec. 20– Christ the Savior– Matthew 1:18-25/Luke 2:1-7 

Dec. 27– Study of James– 5:1-6 
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Hi Parents! 

Another month has come and gone! Who can believe we are nearly the end of 2015! With 2016 quickly ap-
proaching we often take the time to reflect. I urge you to reflect with your family. Reflect on Jesus and 
what He has done this past year! It’s important you do these things with your teens! In the church we 
continue to see teens leave and the question keeps coming up as to why. I feel that this question is easily 
answered with how we spend family time. Make Jesus central during this time. This coming year I will 
continue to do my best to serve you as much as the teens! I will be offering a class this coming spring on 
parenting and faith. More details to come on that. Above all I want to make sure I’m doing what I can do 
support you and help where ever needed. Please do not hesitate to ask me for anything! I hope you all 
have a wonderful Christmas this year!   

       In Him, Pastor Josh 

S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

  1 2 3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6Sunday School 

@ 9:30 am 

 

Youth Group @ 

6:00pm 

7 8 9 10 

 

11 

Youth  

Christmas  

Party  @ 6pm 

12 

13Sunday School 

@ 9:30 am 

 

Youth Group @ 

6:00pm 

14 15 16 17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20Sunday School 

@ 9:30 am 

 

Youth Group @ 

6:00pm 

21 22 23 24 

 

25 

Christmas 

26 

27Sunday School 

@ 9:30 am 

 

Youth Group @ 

6:00pm 

28 

Ice Skating @ 

1pm 

29 30 31   


