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The most important skill you can 

teach your teen is the renewing of 

his mind. The mistake many par-

ents make is to try to renew their 

teen's mind for him. Renewing the 

mind is a day-to-day process of 

thinking biblically. You might re-

member in our last issue we 

talked about how to choose God's 

reality as the Bible defines it ra-

ther than alternate and counterfeit 

versions of reality. The car com-

mercial that promises significance 

through horsepower and luxury is 

presenting a "truth claim" that is 

counter to the truth claims of the 

Bible. 

The world is full of counterfeit 

truth claims, but you can teach 

your teen to live according to 

God's reality. When the mind is re-

newed, God's will and reality be-

come clearer. You may be think-

ing, But how do I teach my teen 

the skill of renewing the mind? 

To get started, you should first 

prepare your teen. 

 

 

Article continued on Pgs 4 and 5. 
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 Nationally, more than 

half of teenagers are 

virgins until they are 

at least 17 years of 

age. 

 Approximately 80% of 

adult smokers started 

smoking before the 

age of 18. Every day, 

nearly 3,000 young 

people under the age 

of 18 become regular 

smokers. 

 More than 5 million 

children living today 

will die prematurely 

because of a decision 

they will make as ado-

lescents---the decision 

to smoke cigarettes.  

Rank Movie Gross Income 

1 The Martian $15.9 mil 

2 Goosebumps $15.5 mil 

3 Bridge of Spies  $11.4 mil  

4 The Last Witch Hunter  $10.8 mil  

5 Hotel Transylvania 2  $9 mil  

6 Paranormal Activity: The Ghost 

Dimension  

$8.2 mil 

7 Steve Jobs  $7.3 mil 

8 Crimson Peak  $5.6 mil  

9 The Intern  $3.9  

10 Sicario  $3 mil 

These are the latest movies 

that are popular among youth. 

These figures are for the week-

end of 10/23- 10/26 

 

-Random Issues teens deal with  
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 Pray for your teen to be an imitator of God 

 Pray that God guides you as you teach them 

 Pray for the transformation and renewing of their minds 

 

 

Pray is essential for the Christian. It is vital for you as a parent 
to be praying for and with your teens. Make this a priority this 

month. They need to see you praying. It shows them it is      
important. Keep up the good work! 

 

 

“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved chil-

dren. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and 

gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and 

sacrifice to God.” 

 Ephesians 5:1-2 

 

It’s important that we stress to our teens that 

our role models in life shouldn’t be any person 

in the public but should be one person and that 

is Christ! 

Things to pray about with and for your kids 
 More than 40% of teens who 

admitted drinking said they 

drink when they are upset; 

31% said they drink alone; 

25% said they drink when they 

are bored; and 25% said they 

drink to "get high."  

 Suicide is the SECOND leading 

cause of death for ages 10-24.  

 Each day in our nation there 

are an average of over 5,400 

attempts by young people 

grades 7-12.  

 More teenagers and young 

adults die from suicide than 

from cancer, heart disease, 

AIDS, birth defects, stroke, 

pneumonia, influenza, and 

chronic lung disease,  

        COMBINED.  
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“In high school, every 

time you stuck your 

neck out, there 

was always a bunch of 

people there ready to 

chop your head 

off. Hollywood’s not dif-

ferent.” 

 

– Ryan Gosling, talking about how 

high school prepared him 

for negative reviews from critics, 

Vanity Fair online, April 8, 2015 
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Title Rating Red Flags Genre Starring 

The Peanuts Movie 

Opens Nov. 6 

G Some cartoon action sequences Family, 

Animated 

Bill Melendez, Noah Schnapp, 

Mariel Sheets, Alexander, Garfin  

Spectre 

Opens Nov. 6 

PG-13 Sensuality, Language, Intense 

Sequences of Action, Some Dis-

turbing Images and Violence  

Drama Daniel Craig, Ralph Fiennes,  

Christoph Waltz, Léa Seydoux, 

Naomie Harris  

The Good Dinosaur 

Open Nov. 25 

PG Action, Thematic Elements and 

Peril  

Animated, 

Adventure 

Jeffrey Wright, Steve Zahn, A.J. 

Buckley, Anna Paquin, Frances 

McDormand  

Switchfoot– “Fading West” 

Fading West, Switchfoot's 
ninth studio release, puts a 
stake in the ground. The 
San Diego-based band 
who's been rockin' for 18 
years now isn't fading out 

the spotlight anytime soon.This 11-track compilation 
is progressive for the Grammy Award-winning band. 
It's undoubtedly Switchfoot (with Jon Foreman at the 
mic), but fans may be a little surprised (if not 
shocked) at the musical lengths they go to on Fading 
West. You're going to hear more bass-heavy an-
thems and snyth-pop sounds compared to their last 
two rock-laced albums, Hello Hurricane and Vice 
Verses. The new song "BA55" is even reminiscent of 
Mutemath.Switchfoot is definitely switching it up. 
We're getting a taste of the creative range Switchfoot 
can offer in Fading West. Produced in conjunction 
with their new documentary (of the same name), 
Fading West continues to push Switchfoot across 
lines, genres and cultures. As has been his M.O., 
lead singer Jon Foreman scripts nuanced lyrics 
about the good ebbs and bad flows of life. The cho-
rus for "All or Nothing at All" stands out:Fading West 
is worth a listen, and has a few highlights, namely 
"Who We Are", "Let It Out" and "Back to the Begin-
ning Again". 

Check out 
www.Christianityto
day.com for more 
information on new 

movie releases 

Other 

Movies 

in 

Theaters 

SYNOPSIS– The Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 2 
Realizing the stakes are no longer just for survival, Katniss Everdeen (Jennifer Lawrence) 
teams up with her closest friends, including Peeta (Josh Hutcherson), Gale (Liam Hems-
worth) and Finnick for the ultimate mission. Together, they leave District 13 to liberate the 
citizens of war-torn Panem and assassinate President Snow, who's obsessed with destroy-
ing Katniss. What lies ahead are mortal traps, dangerous enemies and moral choices that 
will ultimately determine the future of millions.  

  Rated PG-13-Intense sequences of violence and action, and for some thematic material  

For more information on the movie check out www.Christianitytoday.com under their media section  

Newly Released in Theater 

This page is designed to inform and educate parents. It is not meant to endorse any product, music or movie. Our prayer is that you will 

make informed decisions on what your student listens to, wears, and sees! 

Background: Demetria Devonne "Demi" Lovato  born August 20, 1992 is an Amer-

ican singer, songwriter, actress and model who made her debut as a child actress in 
Barney & Friends. In 2008, Lovato rose to prominence in the Disney Channel televi-
sion film Camp Rock and signed a recording contract with Hollywood Records. Musi-
cally, Lovato is considered a pop and pop rock singer. She released her debut album, 
Don't Forget, that September; it debuted at No. 2 on the US Billboard 200 . In 2009, 
Lovato received her own television series, Sonny with a Chance. Her second album, 
Here We Go Again, was released that July and debuted at number one on the U.S 
Billboard 200. Its title track became her first single to break the top 20 of the Billboard 

Hot 100, reaching number 15, and was certified platinum.  

What Parents should know about her new album: The title track of Confident ponders, "What's 

wrong with being confident?" It's a rhetorical question, but I'm going to answer it anyway. There's nothing 
wrong with being confident. Believing in yourself and your abilities is, generally speaking, a good and 
healthy thing. And Lovato's obviously bursting with confidence these days, a state of mind evident in songs 
voicing her desire to find a lasting love and to make it work, no matter what. That's confidence aimed in the 
right direction. Sometimes, though, Demi's conception of confidence veers in a decidedly narcissistic direc-
tion. In these moments, what she calls confidence is really just a self-absorbed desire to live autonomously, 
completely on her own terms, with no care for consequences or morality. "I'm the boss right now/ … Yeah, I 
run this show," she insists on "Confident." And on "Old Ways," she adds, "Now I know what's good for 
me/All that I need." Those moments of warped self-certainty lead in distorted directions, such as the casual 
same-sex relationship she plunges recklessly into on "Cool for the Summer." In moments like these, Demi 
Lovato has little interest in submitting to anything other than what her heart alone determines is right for her. 

And that kind of confidence needs to be critiqued as a vulnerability, not embraced as a virtue. 

Demi Lovato- “Confidant” 
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http://www.movies.com/actors/christoph-waltz/p46647
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http://www.movies.com/actors/naomie-harris/p193797
http://www.movies.com/actors/jeffrey-wright/p121684
http://www.movies.com/actors/steve-zahn/p285904
http://www.movies.com/actors/a-j-buckley/p15
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Preparation 
Begin by making sure your teen has the right set of 

expectations. Some people approach God's Word 

with the wrong set of expectations. 

For example, does the Bible promise that if you fol-

low all the commandments, you will have no strug-

gles in life? Of course not. But it's not uncommon 

for a person to read the Bible with this kind of faulty 

expectation. 

When your daughter opens the Bible, what should 

she expect? Teach her to look for who God is and 

what His world is really all about. 

Next, help her understand that reading the Bible is 

having a conversation with God. As she reads, she 

can look for things that apply to her own circum-

stances and place in life. 

The next step in helping your teen to renew their 

mind is to give them a biblical perspective. 

Perspective 
Put God's Word into the context of your teen's every-

day life. Many parents make the mistake of assum-

ing their teen's world is the same as their own 

world. 

Start by looking closely at your teen's world. Walk in 

his shoes. Listen to the messages he gets when he 

walks into the classroom every day where a biblical 

worldview is challenged. 

Consider the effect of video games he plays or TV 

he watches. Your first challenge is to step back and 

evaluate the messages your son is getting through-

out the day. 

Next, help your son gain a biblical perspective on 

these messages. Ask: 

 "What did you hear today that would have 

sounded out of place at our dinner table?" 

 "What are the promises that you heard on  

 TV tonight? Are they true?" 

 "What message does that video game convey?" 

Speak about God's truth in contrast to the other  

messages. You might say: "The Bible says you 

and I are going to live forever, and we have a 

unique opportunity every day to do things that 

will last into eternity. What do you think we could 

do today that would last forever?" Or, "When God 

looks at you, what does He see?" 

In addition to helping your teen gain a biblical 

perspective, you should also teach them about 

spending personal time with God. 

Personal Time With God 
Help your teen carve out regular, daily time with 

God to study the Bible and pray. 

When I was a new Christian at the age of 17, a 

Young Life leader said to me, "If you read your 

Bible every day, God will tell you all kinds of 

things that will help you know how to live your 

life!" Boy, that got my attention. 

Encourage (don't nag) your teen to commit to a 

specific time every day. Have him pick the time 

and spot. 

In my own parenting, this challenge led my wife 

and me to talk with our 14-year-old son about 

canceling all the video game time for the rest of 

the school year to make room in his life for pray-

er. Commitment takes sacrifice. 

Here's another suggestion: 

Start out small (perhaps 10 or 15 minutes to 

begin). Divide the time into three simple activi-

ties: 

 Pray (ask God to speak through His Word 

and to give understanding) 

 Read 

Reflect (ask "What did I just hear 

or learn about who God is and 

what His world is like?") 

this summer. 

Psychologists say your teen's peer group is im-

portant to his development as a person. 
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Quality Time With God's People 
Learning from God's Word is a corporate activity. 

Your teen should learn from God's Word with other 

people, starting with you. 

Listen to Dr. Dobson or another radio teacher on a 

regular basis, discuss Sunday's sermon at the din-

ner table on Tuesday or attend a family camp this 

summer. 

Psychologists say your teen's peer group is im-

portant to his development as a person. 

Find rich environments where your teen can learn 

from God's Word with his peer group. Often that will 

be a Bible-focused youth group, but it also might be 

a Bible study you start in your home, or a confer-

ence teens attend together. Continually evaluate 

the quality of the teaching and converse with your 

teen about what he is learning. Finally, in helping 

your teen to begin renewing their mind, emphasize 

the importance of the quest for truth. 

Quest for Truth 
Discovering what it means to live out our faith is a 

lifelong journey as we integrate what we believe 

with every area of life. 

God will be with us, which is the most important 

part of the quest. 

Teach your teen that God desires to reveal His truth 

to us. God is personal. He talks to us all the time: 

through creation, through others, and most clearly 

through His Word. 

We can trust God's Word, expecting that He will do 

what He promises: speak to us, lead us, provide for 

us, give us everything we need for life and godliness 

in Christ Jesus. 

Share your own quest with your teen so he knows 

the power of your story. Learning to think like a 

Christian requires renewing the mind. Teaching your 

teen how to do this and live according to God's will 

— and why that's important — might be the best gift 

you can give. 

 

Learn the art of asking great questions. Jesus asked 

so many good questions. In fact, He often an-

swered a question with a question! 

 

Start by carving out time for you and your teen 

to talk. Engage your teen with life questions that 

apply directly to your teen's circumstances. For 

example, you might ask, "Have you ever read 

anything in the Bible that might apply to that?" 

or "Have you looked at Proverbs to see what God 

might have to say about that?" 

What you can't do is ask a question that has an 

obvious answer or that implies you already know 

what the right answer is, kind of a "warmer, 

warmer" sort of hunt for the answer. Make the 

question a legitimate one so your son finds the 

answer on his own. 

Of course, there are no hard and fast rules. Re-

cently my son accompanied me on a business 

trip where we had a heart-to-heart talk. I was 

ready with life questions to get us talking. Before 

I started rattling off the questions, I asked God 

what He thought I should focus on. His answer 

surprised me: "Ask him what was his favorite 

part of the day." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article found at www.focusonthefamily.com 



Events 

Fall Retreat is Nov. 13-15. Our theme is TRANSFORMED. Cost is $40. It will be held at Camp Lebanon in 

Oregonia, OH. If money is tight, let me know. Every teen who wants to go, gets to go regardless of money. 

Also, encourage your teen to invite friends! They go for FREE! Sign up ASAP. We need shirt sizes. Also, 

each student will need a medical release form. They are available in the youth room and online at 

www.goffc.org/ffcyouth. 

News 

Fast Food Progressive Dinner– We will be having a progressive dinner but at different fast food restaurants. It’s 

a fun way to get us out of the building. Cost will be around $10. We will need drivers for this night so if you can 

help, let us know. 

 

Lock-In– The youth lock-in will be here before we know it. We could use chaperones for this. Most people should 

be off work that Monday. If you can help let us know. 

 

Coming Soon– The youth website is found at www.goffc.org/ffcyouth. It has been getting updates and will soon 

host all newsletters and needed forms as well. We will also be launching a Flipside App. This will help keep every-

one on the same page week to week. It should be available in the next few weeks. It will available for Apple and 

Android devices. 

On the Horizon 

December 11: Flipside Youth Christmas Party at FFC. 

December 28: Ice Skating 

January 17: FFC Flipside Lock-In at FFC. Cost is $5. 
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Rank Albums Radio Play 

1 Selena Gomez – Revival  Taylor Swift – Wildest Dreams  

2 The Game – The Documentary 

2  

Justin Bieber – What Do You Mean?  

3 The Weeknd – Beauty Behind 

The Madness  

The Weeknd – The Hills  

4 Fetty Wap – Fetty Wap  Shawn Mendes – Stitches  

5 Drake & Future – What A Time 

To Be Alive  

City – Locked Away  

6 Taylor Swift – 1989  One Direction – Drag Me Down 

7 Luke Bryan – Kill The Lights  Selena Gomez – Good For You  

8 Janet - Unbreakable  Drake – Hotline Bling  

9 Thomas Rhett – Tangled Up  X Ambassadors – Renegades  

10 Jana Kramer – Thirty One Ellie Goulding – On My Mind  

 

 

 

All information for song radio play was 

for the week of 10/27 from Mediabase. 

All information for song albums was for 

the week of 10/31 from Billboard. 

Youth Group Teaching Schedule 

Nov. 1– James 3:13-18 

Nov. 8—James 4: 1-17 

Nov. 15– NO Youth Group 

Nov. 22– Why Give Thanks? 1 Thessalonian 5:12-28 

Nov. 29– Why Give Thanks? Part 2 Psalm 100:1-5 
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Hello everyone!  

Another month has flown by. This past month we were able to see the youth worship band continue to 
grow as they added two new members. It has inadvertently become an outreach and that’s awesome! 
This next month we will have our Fall Retreat. It will be at Camp Lebanon in Oregonia, OH. I had a chance 
to go up and see the retreat center and it is a great place! Encourage your teen to invite some friends. 
Friends get to go free to the retreat. It’s always more fun with more people! I have already started gear-
ing up for next years events! The Lock-in is approaching in January. If you could possibly help with it, let 
me know. We started studying the book of James at youth group several  weeks ago. Please ask your 
teen about what they are learning. Let’s really entrench the Word of God in them! Until next month! 

         Pastor Josh 

S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

1 2 

Pastor Josh’s  

Birthday! :) 

3 4 5 

 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8Sunday School 

@ 9:30 am 

 

Youth Group @ 

6:00pm 

9 10 11 12 

 

13 

Fall Retreat 

14 

Fall Retreat 

15 

Fall Retreat 

 

No Youth Group 

16 17 18 19 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22Sunday School 

@ 9:30 am 

 

Thanksgiving 

Service @6:00pm 

23 24 25 26 

 

27 28 

Fast Food    

Progressive 

Dinner 

29Sunday School 

@ 9:30 am 

 

Youth Group @ 

6:00pm 

30      


