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One of the most common and       
significant charges leveled against 
the traditional Christian                 
understanding of sexuality and    
marriage is that it is deeply          
damaging to individuals. 
 
Denying someone's sexuality is seen 
as denying who that person really is. 
It is telling them to repress         
something central to their identity, 
and consequently, to their ability to 
flourish. This is harmful to anyone, 
but especially to teenagers who are 
coming to terms with their sexuality 
while still at a formative stage of 
their lives. Christians, it is claimed, 
are to blame for gay teenagers    
growing up stunted and guilt-ridden, 

or killing themselves. 
 
This charge has perhaps been made 
most forcefully by Dan Savage: 
 
The dehumanizing bigotry set forth 
from the lips of faithful Christians 
give your straight children a license 
to verbally abuse, humiliate, and 
condemn the gay children they      
encounter at school. They fill your 
gay children with suicidal despair. 
And you have the nerve to ask me to 
be more careful with my words. 
 
 
 

Article continued on Pg 4. 
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 Over 90% of U.S. high 
school students don’t 
get enough exercise 
to stay fit and 
healthy. (Pediatrics) 

 Among 18 to 24-year-
olds surveyed, if they 
had to choose only 
one app to keep on 
their phone,  35% 
would choose text,  
17% would choose 
Snapchat and only 
14% would choose 
the phone (making 
calls). (LivePerson) 

 Box Office Movies Gross Income 

1 Split $40 mil 

2 XXX: The Return of Xander 
Cage  

$20.1 mil 

3 Hidden Figures $15.7 mil 

4 Sing $9 mil 

5 La La Land $8.4 mil 

6 Rogue One: A Star Wars 
Story 

$7.2 mil 

7 Monster Trucks $7.1 mil 

8 Patriots Day $5.8 mil 

9 Sleepless $3.5 mil 

10 The Bye Bye Man $3.4 mil 

 

Is the Christian View of Sexuality harmful? 
The gospel liberates us from the mindset that sex is intrinsic to human fulfillment.  

By Sam Allberry  
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 Pray for our country 

 Pray for unity among believers 

 Pray for our students as they face political issues in school 
and that they respond with the truth 

 

 

As always, take time to pray with child. It’s important to their 
spiritual development that they see the importance of prayer 

and you are the main discipler in their life! 

 

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 

one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your 

strength.” 

- Deuteronomy 6:4-5 

 

This verse from the O.T. is the verse that inspired the passage 

in Luke that gave us such great direction about loving God 

and loving others. Scripture is awesome like that. Make sure 

you are reading everyday and that you are encouraging your 

kids to do the same! 

Things to pray about, with, and for your kids 1. Courage to Soar by Simon 

Biles with Michelle Burford 

2. The Sun Is Also A Star by    

Nicola Yoon 

3. Heartless by Marissa Meyer 

4. Dan and Phil Go Outside by 

Dan Howell and Phil Lester 

5. Lady Midnight by Margaret K. 

McElderry 

6. Moon Chosen by P.C. Cast 

7. Children of Eden by Joey 

Graceffa 

8. Star Wars: Ahsoka by E.K. 

Johnston 

9. Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo 
10. Scythe by Neal Shusterman 
Best Selling Books on Young Adult 

Hardcover List 

Issue Date 1/8/2017  

Source: The New York Times  
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“If I knew back then what I 

know now, I would have never 

played football. Never. I wish I 

had known about all of those 

head injuries, but no one knew 

that. And the people that did 

know that, they wouldn’t tell 

anybody. The game has gotten 

so violent, so rough. We’re so 

much more educated on this 

CTE stuff (chronic traumatic 

encephalopathy), there’s no 

way I would ever allow my kids 

to play football today. Even 

though I love the sport, I’d 

smack them in the mouth if 

they said they wanted to play 

football. 

Bo Jackson, USA Today , January 

12, 2017. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=NIV&search=Deuteronomy%206:4-5
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Title Rating Red Flags Genre Starring 

Rings 

Opens Feb. 3 

PG-13 Thematic Elements, Some           
Sexuality, Brief Drug Material and 

Violence/Terror  

Horror Aimee Teegarden, Johnny Galecki, 

Alex Roe, Zach Roerig, Bonnie 

Morgan  

Fifty Shades Darker 

Opens Feb. 10 

R Strong Erotic Sexual Content, Some 

Graphic Nudity and Language  
Drama Dakota Johnson, Jamie Dornan, Kim 

Basinger, Bella Heathcote, Luke Grimes  

The Great Wall 

Opens Feb. 17 

PG-13 Fantasy Action Violence  Action/ 

Fantasy 

Matt Damon, Willem Dafoe, Andy 

Lau, Numan Acar  

Check out 
www.pluggedin 
.com for more 
information on new 

Other 

Movies 

in 

Theaters 

SYNOPSIS– Rock Dog 
—Opens February 24  
 

Starring: J.K. Simmons, Luke Wilson, Eddie Izzard,                          
Lewis Black, Kenan Thompson   

Rated PG –action and language  

When a radio falls from the sky into the hands of a wide-eyed Tibetan Mastiff, he leaves home to fulfill his dream of becoming a         
musician, setting into motion a series of completely unexpected events.  

For more information on the movie check out www.pluggedin.com under their media section  

Newly Released in Theater 

This page is designed to inform and educate parents. It is not meant to endorse any product, music or movie. Our prayer is that you will 

make informed decisions on what your student listens to, wears, and sees! 

Background:  Starset was formed by Downplay vocalist 

Dustin Bates in 2013, who is also the band's lead 

singer, songwriter, and keyboardist. Bates' interest in 

astronomy was first fueled when acquiring his PhD in 

electrical engineering as he studied at Ohio University. 

Bates also created the fictional backstory for the band 

that forms the thematic basis for their music and  

multimedia. In the backstory, Starset was formed as 

part of a public outreach initiative by The Starset Society. The Society's aims were to 

alert the public about the contents of "the Message" the society obtained from an    

mysterious signal from space. Starset treats their backstory and The Starset Society as 

real in   interviews, with few exceptions.  They released there first studio album in 2014. 

What Parents should know about their new album:  

Vessels traverses all manner of intergalactic imagery. But at the end of that       

journey, I'm not convinced this album is about anything more cosmic than the vast 

distance between two estranged lovers' hearts. Once we get past all the stars and 

planets and gravity references, what we're left with is a sad story of a man who 

would do anything for the one he loves. Alas, she's turned out to be something of a 

monster, and she's nearly turned him into one, too, by the time Vessels docks.  

 For the full write up, visit www.pluggedin.com/musicreviews. Also, visit pluggedin.com for other music reviews.  

Starset- “Vessels” 

The National Center on Addiction and 

Substance Abuse tells us  that        

compared to teenagers who eat dinner 

with their family five to seven times a 

week, those who eat dinner with their 

family fewer than three times per week 

are more than twice as likely to say that 

they expect to try drugs in the future. 

Researchers also discovered that    

seventy-two percent of teenagers think 

that eating dinner frequently with their 

parents is very or fairly important.  

Compared to their peers who eat     

frequent family dinners, those who 

have infrequent family dinners are 

twice as likely to have used tobacco, 

almost twice as likely to have used  

alcohol, and one and a half times more 

likely to have used marijuana. Parents, 

the message is clear – eat dinner     

together, and when you’re around the 

table, be sure to talk with your kids 

about the Lord, and their lives. Family 

dinner time is not optional. Are you  

eating together tonight? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Downplay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronomy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PhD
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It goes without saying that this is an incredibly     

serious charge. It is troubling enough that many 

Christians are beginning to think the traditional   

understanding must be wrong if it is having this sort 

of effect on people. Surely anything that results in 

this kind of self-loathing and despair cannot be the 

fruit of God's truth. 

The first thing to say in response to this is that there 

have certainly been instances of young people   

feeling driven to despair and even suicide in recent 

years, and attributing their distress to real or       

perceived pressure from Christian disapproval of 

homosexuality. This is a real situation. Young people 

both inside and outside the church are hurting    

profoundly on this issue. 

And who can deny how unspeakably tragic it is that 

anyone should feel such despair over their own   

sexuality? Of all people, we Christians should feel 

most grief at this, knowing as we do the supreme 

value that God places on all human life. We should 

care more than anyone when we hear of young  

people in such torment—especially those growing up 

in Christian households and part of a local church. 

And we must also recognize that some believers 

have undoubtedly been abusive in their behavior 

and language toward gay people, and thought that 

by being like this they were somehow advancing the 

cause of Christ. But we must also recognize that 

such behavior is not itself Christian in any way. It 

comes not by adhering to the message and example 

of Jesus, but by contradicting it. 

But it is not true to say that such personal torment 

is the inevitable result of traditional biblical       

teaching on this issue. It is true that the convicting 

work of the Spirit can be very painful indeed. There 

is even a kind of self-loathing that can result when 

God makes us aware of the extent of our own sin 

(see Ezekiel 36:31). But though the genuine work of 

God might take us to such a place, it never leaves 

us there. If we are convicted, it is so that we can be 

restored. The Spirit breaks us only to put us back 

together as God intended. Jesus promises that we 

will find rest and comfort in Him and that "a bruised 

reed he will not break” (Matthew 11:28-29; 12:20). 

It is not the teaching of Jesus that tells you that 

life is not worth living if you can't be fulfilled   

sexually—that a life without sex is no life at all. It 

is not biblical Christianity that insists someone's 

sexual disposition is so foundational to who they 

are, and that to fail to affirm their particular 

leaning is to attack who that person is at their 

core. All this comes not from biblical Christianity 

but from Western culture's highly distorted view 

of what it means to be a human. When an idol 

fails you, the real culprit turns out to be the   

person who has urged you to worship it—not the 

person who has tried to take it away. 

The teaching of Jesus does two things: It         

restricts sex and it relativizes its importance.  

Jesus shows us that in its God-given context, the 

value of sex is far greater than we might have 

realized—and yet even there it is not ultimate. 

Sex is a powerful urge, but it is not fundamental 

to wholeness and human flourishing. Jesus 

showed that both in His teaching and in His   

lifestyle. After all, Jesus—the most fully human of 

all people—remained celibate Himself. 

The gospel shows us that there is forgiveness 

for all who have sinned sexually. And the gospel 

also liberates us from the mindset that sex is 

intrinsic to human fulfillment. The gospel call 

that no one need cast all their happiness on 

their sexual fortunes is not bad news but good 

news. It is not the path to harm but to        

wholeness. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article found at www.familylife.com 



Events 

Murder Mystery Dinner-  Our annual murder mystery to raise funds for our mission trip is coming up 

on Feb. 11. It starts at 6 pm and goes to around 9 pm. Cost is $15 for a single, $25 for a couple and 

$35 for a family. All youth that are planning to go on mission trip need to do their best to be at the 

murder mystery to help! Let us know if you wont be there. 

Winterjam– The annual Christian concert taking place on Feb. 18. We will be meeting at FFC at 4:30 

pm to head down to U.S. Bank Arena. Cost is $10 at the door, plus money for food and any souve-

nirs. Bands headling the event are Crowder, Tenth Avenue North, Britt Nicole, Colton Dixon and 

more. We will return around 11 pm.   

Famine-  This is a fasting retreat with a huge emphasis on service. We will start at 6 pm. The fast will 

start at noon on the 24th. We will be doing work with Bloc, serving in different areas around FFC, 

having worship sessions and playing Nerf Wars! We will be done around 5 pm on the 25th! 

News 

Dare2Share– This youth conference that teaches kids about evangelism is March 17-19. Sign ups 

are up in the youth room. First 10 to sign up get tickets for $20. We leave for STL at 1 pm on the 17. 

Mission Trip– We will be heading to Nashville, TN for mission trip this year! Cost is $350 plus spend-

ing money. The fundraising schedule is out. Copies are in the youth room and online. Deadline to 

sign up for mission trip is Feb. 12th. Also, on Feb. 12th a $50 deposit is due! 

 

 

 

 

Rank Radio Airplay 

1 Maroon 5 – Don’t Wanna Know  

2 Alessia Cara – Scars To Your Beautiful  

3 Ariana Grande – Side To Side  

4 MGK X Camila Cabello – Bad Things  

5 The Chainsmokers – Closer  

6 Hailee Steinfeld & Grey – Starving  

7 The Weeknd – Starboy  

8 DJ Snake – Let Me Love You  

9 Bruno Mars – 24K Magic  

10 Zayn/Taylor Swift – I Don’t Wanna Live Forever  All information for Radio Airplay was for the week of 1/17 

from Mediabase. 

 

On the Horizon 

Movie Night– March. 3rd– At the Taylor’s! Move TBD. 

Dare2Share– March. 17–19– Evangelism training 

conference in St. Louis, MO.  

Disciple Now– April 28-30– Discipleship Retreat that 

takes place at FFC. Cost is $30.  

Youth Group Teaching Schedule 
 
February 5: Salt– Have you ever wondered about God? 

February 12: Salt– How valuable am I? 

February 19: Salt-  What happens after we die?  

February 26: Salt-  Why does God let bad things happen?  
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Once again we want to issue a warning regarding energy drinks high in caffeine content, and teenagers. 
As you know, these products are marketed heavily to kids. Researchers at Purdue University have found 
that when kids engage in the way-too-common practice of combining these energy drinks with alcohol, 

the effects on the brain are significant and long-lasting. In fact, the researchers are saying that the 
changes this combination triggers in the adolescent brain are similar in nature to the changes in the 

brain after taking cocaine. That’s certainly not good news. It is believed that the consequences last into 
adulthood with an altered ability to say no to drugs and alcohol later in life. Researchers are going to 

continue to investigate these connections and changes in neurochemistry in order to learn more about 
the long-term brain-changing effects of substance abuse. Parents, warn your kids about how substance 

abuse fundamentally changes the gift of their God-given bodies. 

 

Source: CPYU 
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5Sunday School 

@ 9:30 am 

VBall @ 1 pm 

Youth Group @ 

5:00pm 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

Murder Mystery 

@ 6 pm 

12Sunday School 

@ 9:30 am 

VBall @ 1 pm 

Youth Group @ 

6:00pm 

13 14 15 16 

 

17 18 

FFC Strategy 

Summit at 9am 

Winterjam @ 

4:30 pm 

19Sunday School 

@ 9:30 am 

VBall @ 1 pm 

Youth Group @ 

6:00pm 

20 21 22 23 

 

24 

Famine 

@ 6pm 

25 

Famine 

26Sunday School 

@ 9:30 am 

VBall @ 1 pm 

Youth Group @ 

6:00pm 

27 28     


