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The History of Valentineôs Day by Pastor John 

Most of us know the story of St. Valentine, and 
how he performed weddings for hundreds of young 
couples before fearlessly being martyred. Then 
again, that is not how the holiday came around at 
all. 
 
Like Christmas, St. Valentineôs Day, actually 
replaces an ancient Pagan and Roman holiday.  
Lupercalia was celebrated at the ides of February, 
or February 15, and was a fertility festival  
dedicated to Faunus, the Roman god of agriculture. 
Lupercalia as it had been celebrated, lasted until the 
5th century, when it was deemed ñun-Christianò by 
Pope Gelasius.  Gelasius then dedicated February 
14th as ñSt. Valentineôs Dayò.  
 
But who was Valentine? And, why is the day 
named after him? Sadly, that information is lost to 
history, or buried deep inside the Vaticanôs vaults. 
The Catholic church recognizes three different 
Saints named Valentine, or some derivative of that. 
All three of these Saints were martyred. 
 
The most commonly accepted legend of St. 
Valentine, tells that when Emperor Claudius II 
decided that single men made better soldiers than 
those with wives and families, he outlawed 
marriage for young men.  Valentine, realizing the 
injustice of the decree, defied Claudius and 
continued to perform marriages for young lovers in 
secret. When he was discovered, Claudius ordered 

that he be put to death. 
 
There are other such legends of other Saints and 
others for whom the day may be named.  Like 
Christmas, we will never know for certain, as the 
magic of the human mind has conjured up a fantasy 
that is greater than a person could ever be. 
 
The middle ages saw the rise of the valentine cards 
as we know them today.  The oldest known 
valentine was a poem written in 1415 by Charles, 
Duke of Orleans, to his wife while he was 
imprisoned in the Tower of London following his 
capture at the Battle of Agincourt. 
 
In the 1840s, Esther A. Howland began selling the 
first mass-produced valentines in America. Today, 
over 1 billion Valentines are sent each year, 
pushing it to number two, in the standings for days 
on which cards are sent. 
 
There is, however, one valentine that shines above 
them all: The Word of God, tells an amazing story 
of Jesusô love for his bride, the Church.  So great 
was that love, that He laid down his life for Her. 
From here springs the true source and inspiration  
of love, and Godôs redemptive purpose for 

mankind. 

We love, because He first loved us. 1 John 4:19 

Jesus is the Greatest Valentine 

 

Jesus is the greatest Valentine;  

His love will never cease to be. 

His love is bigger than the world; 

Iõm so glad that Jesus loves me. 

 

Jesus is the greatest Valentine; 

His heart is bigger than the sea. 

And He always fills my heart with joy;  

Iõm so glad that Jesus loves me. 

 

Yes He is the greatest Valentine; 

I will rejoice eternally. 

I will lift my voice with all my heart; 

Iõm so glad that Jesus loves me. 

Susan Y. Nikententro 
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 Join us Saturday, February 11th for our Annual Murder Mystery Dinner. 
Enjoy dinner and good, fun fellowship as we become detectives out to solve  
"ñwho done it.".  Proceeds benefit the summer youth missions trip. 

 
SAVE THE DATE!  Cost: $15 each / $25 a couple and $5 for childcare 

 
You can sign-up and pay at the guest services table today through Feb. 8th 

http://www.godvine.com/bible/1-john/4-8
http://www.godvine.com/bible/john/15-13


 

KINGDOM KIDS 
FEBURAY UPDATE! 
Love is a reflection of the character of God.  
God is love. As we read through Godôs One Big 
Story in the Bible, we see an epic love story unfold 
that started in a garden with a perfect relationship 
between God and His creation. When Adam and 
Eve sinned and broke that relationship, God didnôt 
give up on creation. His love for us drove Him to 
make the ultimate sacrifice: sending His one and 
only Son, Jesus to pay the ultimate price to make it 
possible for us to be with God forever. 
Because we are created in Godôs image, we have 
the capacity to love. Every time we choose to treat 
others the way we want to be treated, we show oth-
ers a glimpse into the perfect love God has for each and every one of 
us. 
 
Jesus is the ultimate example of love. 
When God sent Jesus to earth, Jesus showed us exactly what it means 
to love. Jesus prioritized love above everything else. When the Phari-
sees asked Jesus about the greatest commandment, He reached into the 
600+ laws of the Old Testament and took a law that existed about your 
neighbor and He linked it to loving God. Jesus said, óLove the Lord 
your God with all your heart and all your soul. Love him with all your 
mind . . . and Love your neighbor as yourself,ô (Mark 12:30-31 NIrV). 
Our  relationship with Jesus changes how we love God, love others, 
and even love ourselves. Love, above all else, was what Jesus stressed 
most.  

Thatôs why we think itôs important for us to help our kids and 
families discover more about Loveðchoosing to treat others the 
way you want to be treated. 

 
Our memory verse for February comes from 1 John 4:10: 

Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God.  
It is that he loved us and sent his Son to give his  

life to pay for our sins. (NIrV) 
 

We want our families to learn a verse that gives them the essence 
of why love is important. Love isnôt just something we demon-
strate because itôs a good thing to do. Love doesnôt even start with 
us. We love because God  loves us. Love is an essential part of 
who God is and how God interacts with the world. We love others 
because of the capacity He put within us to love. His love drove 
Him to sacrifice His only Son on our behalf to make the relation-

ship between us right again. 
 
We will spend the month of February taking a closer look at the way 

love shows up throughout the Gospels in how Jesus 
interacts with others. 

 
Submitted by Linda Widener,  

Co-Director Childrenôs Ministries 

  

"  For God so loved the world...ò  John 3:16  

FFC Spring &  
Summer  Co-ed 
Golf League 

Want to play? League begins April 13, 2017. 
Tee times starting at 4:45 pm at Miami White-
water Golf Course. Cost: $15.25 per night 18 
weeks (total = $274.50). You can make pay-
ment arrangements with Bobby. We are looking 
for new people to golf with us, all skill levels, 
male or female. 

Contact Bobby Thompson @ 513-305-0962             
or email:                                                                   
BOBBY.THOMPSON@RUMPKE.COM 

Operation Christmas Child ï Shoebox Items 
 
For the month of February, the recommended item to purchase/create is 
Accessories. These can be watches, bracelets, necklaces, sunglasses, 
hair ties, etc. These items can often be found on sale or in clearance areas 
of stores during the month of February. 
 
We have placed a collection bin for these items in the Commons area. Just look for the poster!   
 
Update for January: the Kingdom Kids cut fleece to make a total of 16 scarves. We also 
purchased a few knit hats and gloves on clearance to place in the collection bin. 

 
Needs for February: we need beads, beading cord and maybe even lessons on creating simple 
necklaces and bracelets. If you are willing to donate any of these things, please notify Linda 
Widener at your earliest convenience. 
       Thank you! Linda Widener 
 

Kingdom Kids- PreK and Toddlers 
The month of candy hearts and oversized stuffed 
bears has arrived. Itôs the month we set aside each 
year to celebrate our love for those we hold near and 
dear. And what says ñI love youò better than a box of 
chocolates or cards that play music when you open 
them? 

 
As thoughtful as these things are, Jesus has a few different ways of 
showing us how much He loves us. Jesus shows His love for us by 
simply wanting to spend time with us. Jesus wants us to come to Him 
ï anytime, anywhere ï just come. Jesus shows 
He loves us by helping us. And, Jesus loves us 
no matter what. 
 

Jesusô love is SO BIG! 
Thatôs what we want our preschoolers to walk 
away knowing this month. Jesus loves them with 
a love that is bigger than they can imagine! 

mailto:BOBBY.THOMPSON@RUMPKE.COM

