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CONNECTING YOU WITH GOD, EACH OTHER AND THE COMMUNITY

Why Life Groups?

Life groups are more than Bible studies. While Bible study does
play an important role in the structure of the Life Group, it is not
the primary, nor the most important part of the group. “How can it
be that anything is more important than studying the Bible?” You
may ask. The answer is not that difficult.

partially fills that. By design, if you are in a life group, people will
be pouring into your life; likewise, you will be pouring into the
lives of others. It helps others when they know that you are praying
for them, and walking alongside them during times of difficulty
and times of joy.

Life Groups also provide an opportunity to meld into the body of
believers at Faith Fellowship Church. Sometimes it is hard to feel a
In Genesis 2:18 it says: “Then the Lord God said, “It is not good
sense of connectedness in a church, even one that is smaller in size
for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.” like ours. You may be thinking to yourself that you have been here
We were created to have relationship. It isn’t good for us to be
for a long time and that you are already connected; but what about
alone, isolated from those around us. Yet, left to our own devices, those that are not? You could
many of us would prefer to sit alone in our homes, than to reach
reach out and help someone
out to others. Most of us are most comfortable with an elevated
feel as though they belong.
degree of privacy in our personal lives. And certainly, we do not
wish to interfere in the private personal lives of our members.
We all have “good” reasons for
Often, however this wall of privacy carries over into areas where
not joining a life group. Life is
we need support and prayer. When someone is ill, out of work,
busy. The kids have sports, the
struggling with issues to name a few.
job keeps us stressed, over
worked, and tired, or one of a
So the first reason that Life Groups are so important is that it
million other excuses. The
provides us with the
Bible gives us good reasons to
community that we need, and
belong. In short, we were created to pour into the lives of others
the community that we were
and to have them pour into our lives.
created to be a part of.
Life Groups also gives us a
If you are not connected to a life group and would like to be,
place to minister to others.
A few of us make ministry our contact the office and we’ll get you plugged in. Look for a list of
lives. For most, however, it is the groups to be in the bulletin in the near future.
always a challenge to find
ways to be active in ministry.
Being part of a Life Group,

Join us at 7 pm, Friday April
14th for a time of worship,
reflection & communion.
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worshipped with a gold crown and royal
robes, but instead wore a crown of thorns.
Jesus deserved praise and adoration, but
sacrificed Himself for us.

Humility is a response of the character of
God.

We live in a world that’s all about putting
ourselves first. Jesus lived in a world like
God has no beginning and no end. God is the that too. He could have looked out for Himself, called 10,000 angels to come and rescue
creator and sustainer of the universe. He
Him. But He didn’t. Out of His love for us
deserves all of our worship and praise for
what He has done and continues to do in our He chose the humble route and put us first.
It cost Him everything.
life.
On the other hand, we are humans, created
by God. And while we are the crowns of
God’s creation, we are nothing without our
Creator God.
Yet so often, we act like we are God. We
allow our pride to take over and forget that
any of our strengths or accomplishments
would not exist without God. The only
proper response in light of God’s greatness
is to respond with humility in our interactions with the people around us.

Putting others first will cost you something:
your time or money. Maybe it will cost you
some pride. But when we choose to follow
Jesus with our lives, believing that His death
and resurrection made it possible for us to be
right with God, the least we can do is put
others first even if it’s a bit uncomfortable
and cost us something.
We think it’s important, especially at Easter,
for us to help our kids and families discover

Jesus is the ultimate example of humility.
Jesus is the Son of God. And in the beginning, Jesus was part of creating the heavens
and the earth. And as the Son of God, there
is nothing in Heaven or on earth that isn’t
under Jesus’ command. Yet Jesus chose to
become one of us. He was born as a baby
and walked among us. He developed
calloused hands as He worked in a carpenter’s shop. The dirt of the road caked His feet
as He traveled to show love to others. Jesus
more about humility–putting others first by
willingly left the majesty and glory of
Heaven to laugh and cry as He fully became giving up what you think you deserve.
Our Memory Verse for April comes from
a human.
Philippians 2:3.
Jesus’ ultimate act of humility on Earth was
In Philippians 2:3, we read, “Don’t do
His sacrificial death. He could have called
anything
only to get ahead. Don’t do it bedown an angel army to protect Him, but
cause you are proud. Instead, be humble.
instead, allowed Himself to be wrongly
Value others more than yourselves.” (NIrV)
accused and arrested. He could have been

This verse is part of a passage that describes
Jesus’ humility. Jesus left everything He
deserved to humble Himself to save us. As
we respond to Jesus’ love, we can show
humility as we love on those around us.
As we celebrate Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection this Easter season, we’ll be taking a
closer look at the way humility shows up
throughout the end of Jesus’ time on earth.

Preschool – April Update
Happy Easter! It’s time to celebrate that
Jesus is alive! He went away,
but He came back! Yay, Jesus!
Remember, this Easter could be the very
first time EVER for some of the preschoolers
at your church to hear the true story of
Easter. And for others, this could be their
first time ever even going to church. We
have the awesome opportunity to tell them
for the first time about how Jesus washed
His disciples’ feet; made His triumphal
entry; died and rose again; built His Church;
and gave us the Great Commission.
We get to tell them the true story of how
much God loves them and how He gave
them His only Son. We get to tell them that
Jesus is alive, and He wants to be their friend
forever. We have one of the best jobs in the
world! We get to share with preschoolers
that Jesus is the best! What an honor and a
privilege. ~submitted by Linda W idener

This year, FFC has a mission to deliver Easter
Baskets to needy children in the area, tailored to their
age and gender.
This will be done in lieu of the “Lunch with the
Easter Bunny”.
As such, we are asking for your help to identify such
families.

Want to play? League begins April 13, 2017.
Tee times starting at 4:45 pm at Miami
Whitewater Golf Course. Cost: $15.25 per
night 18 weeks (total = $274.50). You can
make payment arrangements with Bobby.
We are looking for new people to golf with us,
male or female.
Contact Bobby Thompson @ 513-305-0962
or email:
BOBBY.THOMPSON@RUMPKE.COM

For each family identified, we will need the following:
Parent or guardian name
Address
Phone number or email
Names, ages, and gender of children.
We have reached out to the “Caring and Sharing” programs of Dulles and Oakdale
schools.
Our hope is that our Life Groups will deliver the baskets to the families that are
identified.
Please contact Lani or Mike Peppers if you know of a needy family.
Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter.

What’s Happening in Women’s Ministries?
I am currently I’m in the spring
semester of college at University of
Cincinnati Blue Ash, and it’s going
pretty well. I’m changing my major
from Middle School Education to
Art education. I have good grades
and I have to keep them up if I want
to transfer next year to Cincinnati
Christian University. I have been
working a lot, mainly to pay for
college. You guys can be praying that I make enough
money to go to CCU next year and that I can finish out
my year strong! Thank you for your continuous support and love that keeps on giving.

-Sydney Carter, Education Major.

Ladies! Get ready! We
are headed on a road
trip to Indianapolis, Indiana.

S.O.U.L. SISTERS

Tuesday, April 4 - 6 pm
April Soul Sister outreach will take place on Tuesday April 4th at 6 PM
We will share a pot-luck dinner & game night.
See Sharon Engleman for more details and if you plan to attend.
sengleman@cinci.rr.com

MOPS

Join us on April 26th from 6—7:30 pm
Free Childcare. All Mom’s of kids welcome!

VISITATION & CARDS

NORM & JUDY FAULCONER
6492 Sherrybrook Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45248
PHONE: 513-574-6623 Judy's birthdate: 2/1 Norm's birthdate: 12/22
Brighten a day with a snail-mail card!

New Monday morning Bible study:
Ladies, Please join us on April 10th at
9:30 AM in the chapel for the War Room

Speakers Christine Cane, Lisa Bible study. For six weeks we will be focusing
Harper, Angela Thomas
on how to engage more effectively in spiritual
Pharr, (change) Kirk Cameron warfare and using prayer as the powerful weapon
God has entrusted to us. A study guide accomand his wife Chelsea and worship with Natalie Grant &
panies the study and is available for $8.00--but
Charles Billingsley. They are sure to bring us a great weekyou must signup on the sheet posted in the
end of worship and time with the Lord.
commons on the sign-up bulletin board.
Mark your calendars and prepare your husbands
Questions? call Patti Thielen (574-7896) or
because August 11th and 12th we are hitting the road!
Marilyn Bunger (451-8980).
A deposit has been made and we are now taking names of
those ladies who would be interested in going. We have
Diva’s Digging Deeper Ladies
reserved 20 tickets and the pricing includes the tickets and
Sunday School
the room. If you are interested in going, please let us know.
meets Sunday’s at 9:30 am in the Chapel.
Current study: He Chose the Nails by Max Lucado
The pricing per person is $159.00 this includes a ticket
Preparation for Easter.
and a room. (Price based on 4 to room) Please see Cate
It’s never too late to join us!
Houser or Linda Widener, our trip coordinators. *There is a
Teacher for this study: Lisa Baab
sign-up sheet on the sign-up board for those interested!
isa.baab06@gmail.com
Payment due by June 1st.
*See the sign-up bulletin board in the commons for more
opportunities to see other great speakers.

CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE

You know what they say "One man's trash is another man's
treasure". Start looking through your homes for someone
else's future treasure. You can begin dropping off the treasures
to the balcony door in the upper lobby (look for door with
note), Please keep larger items until the week of the sale.

The sale will be
Friday May 12 &
Saturday, May 13,
from 9 am - 2 pm.

If you come help set up you may
preview and buy as you help.
For questions please contact this years
coordinator, Barb Young.
barb@byoung.name or 513.236.4393
*proceeds of sale help women’s ministries
& youth ministries

No Christ Without the Cross

http://www.lifeway.com/Article/devotionalseaster-2012-no-christ-without-the-cross

Many of us dearly love the teachings of Jesus with all their rebellious love, extravagant grace and
audacious freedom. And yet often we don't want to talk about the cross. It's an unfortunate end to
the story of our great teacher, and so we play up the teachings and play down the blood and the
guts and the death.
But there is no "Christ" without the cross. Don't take my word for it. Take it from Jesus Himself:
"When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who
do people say the Son of Man is?' They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist; others
say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.' ‘But what about you?'
he asked. ‘Who do you say I am?' Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the
Son of the living God.' Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this
was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven ...''
Matthew 16:13-17

Sunday Schedule

Well done, Peter. That's the right answer.

Wednesday Weekly Schedule

Amidst the wealth of confusion about the identity of Jesus, you nailed it. So right are you, in fact,
that your answer could not have come exclusively by your own intuition or intellect—it was a gift
from God Himself. But Peter did not understand the implications of calling Jesus the Messiah, or
the Christ:
"From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him. ‘Never, Lord!' he said. ‘This shall never
happen to you!' Jesus turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a
stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely
human concerns.’" Matthew 16:21-23.
Peter wanted a cross-less Christ. A great teacher. A charismatic leader. But a dead one? A suffering
one? Unthinkable. That can't be right. But according to Jesus, the very idea that He might be Christ
and yet not face the cross is blasphemous. An idea with demonic origins. It cannot be so. Jesus
won't stand for it.
If you take the cross away from Jesus, you strip Him of His mission. You devalue His life. You
nullify His authority. And you stand against His crowning triumph and glory.
Jesus withstood the taunts of the soldiers. He was silent before the mocking crowd and the preening government officials. But He will not remain silent when someone tries to separate Him from
the very reason He came to earth in the first place. There is no such thing as a cross-less Christ.
Reading: Matthew 16
Prayer: As you continue to prepare for Easter, be reminded of J esus' willingness to take on the
cross. Consider that this act was His choice, a willing submission, for the sake of us all.

9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship
6:00 pm - FLIPSIDE Youth Meeting

Coffee Shop open Sunday’s
9:00 am - 10:45 am

Library open Sunday’s 9 am—12:00 pm,
Wednesdays 5 pm—8 pm & during weekly
business hours upon request.

5:00 pm Dinner, 6:00 pm Awana,
6:15 pm Bible Study

Office Hours

Monday - Thursday 9 am - 4 pm

Submit prayer requests to
ffcconcerns@goffc.org
Senior Pastor

Pastor John D. Wodetzki
(513) 598-6734 EX.111
pastorjohn@goffc.org

Family Pastor

Pastor Josh Taylor
(513) 598-6734 EX. 118
joshtaylor@goffc.org

Associate Pastor

Pastor Jon Bush
(513) 598-6734 EX. 113
jonbush50@gmail.com

Worship Leader

Ashley McDonough
(513) 598-6734
ashley@goffc.org

Elder Chairman

Brian Baab
bdbaab@gmail.com

Deacon Chairman

Join us each Wednesday starting at
5:00 pm for dinner. We invite
everyone to come & eat.
Help is needed to help serve & clean-up

Awana continues at 6 pm each Wednesday through May 10.
May 10th is our official last club night and we’re having our
“AWANA STORE NIGHT”
where the kids can spend their earned points on prizes.

Rob Wibbelsman
rwibbelsman@gmail.com

Business Administrator
Mike Peppers
(513) 598-6734 EX. 116
mlpeppers@goffc.org

Office Administrator
Karen Green
513) 598-6734 EX:114
karengreen@goffc.org

IT Administrator
Tom Foozer
tlfoozer@fuse.net

Awards Night is Wednesday, May 17th at 7 pm

(no meal this night)
Our clubbers have worked very hard this year and have earned many awards.

Join us for a evening of celebration!

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

SUNDAYS at 9:30 for Sunday School  10:45 Worship
Wednesday Dinner @ 5:00 pm  Awana @ 6:00 pm  Bible Study @ 6:15 pm

